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royal circle, others waiting hopefully for admission, others again
resigned to contemplating majesty from afar. Now Francis Oppen-
heimer, who during his year as a pupil had formed a close friend-
ship with Rufus Isaacs and his wife which lasted until their deaths,
conceived the idea of luring them to Homburg, having the wisdom
to see that for a man already on the way to a great position at the
Bar and anxious to enter public life the social aspect can by no
means be disregarded. The kindly and timely plot succeeded and
was fully justified by its results. Not only were there here, as at
Aix, many prominent members of his own profession, Mr. Justice
and Lady Bigham, Lord Justice and Lady Vaughan-Williams,
and the Lord Chancellor, Lord Halsbury, himself. There was Sir
Edward Lawson, afterward the first Lord Burnham, of the Daily
Telegraph, wise, genial and hospitable, a first acquaintance with
whom at Homburg led to many delightful visits in subsequent
years to his country house, Hall Barn, at Beaconsfield. There were
also Lord Glenesk, proprietor of the Morning Post, who showed
great kindness to Rufus Isaacs and his wife, and the first Sir
George Lewis, without whose presence as solicitor to one party
or the other no cause cdlebre of the day was complete. Hitherto
he and Rufus Isaacs had only known each other professionally,
but there now began between them a friendship, later extended
to include Sir George's gifted wife and all the members of his
family, which was among Rufus and Alice Isaacs' most cherished
possessions.

It was Sir George who was instrumental in arranging for
Rufus Isaacs to be presented to the King, an ordeal which could
not be contemplated without some trepidation since the oppor-
tunity was most likely to occur early in the morning at the springs
and etiquette still required the person presented to fall upon one
knee and kiss the royal hand, a feat difficult to perform with dignity
when carrying a large glass of water. It was, however, in due
course successfully accomplished 5 the King took an instant liking
to him and invited him and his wife frequently during the rest of
their stay.

The days passed agreeably enough in taking the mild cure,
playing golf on the minute local course, and lunching and dining
with friends. One day when my father and I were on a remote
part of the course we observed ahead of us a diminutive figure
which, laying its hat and stick on the ground, took a little run
and leaped over a small ditch and then, turning round, leaped
back again, picked up its belongings and marched jauntily off.
"That," said my father, "was the Lord High ChanceUor of Great
Britain," who had apparently wished to assure himself that